
An extremely devout country went to war in 1861; yet the most ignored topic of Civil War study

is the role that religion and faith played in it. Before, during and after the War, religion and faith

had a deep, pervasive influence on politicians, soldiers and civilians alike. Fr. Miller will consider seven

reasons why religion and faith’s role was critical in justifying, supporting and promoting nearly every

aspect of our Civil War.  

Robert J. Miller is a Catholic priest presently ministering as pastor of St. Dorothy Church in

inner-city Chicago. He has masters’ degrees in Religious Education and Divinity, has authored five

books on spirituality and faith, and is an adjunct professor of Church History at the University of St.

Mary of the Lake. His 2007 book, Both prayed to the Same God – Religion and Faith in the Civil War,

is widely acclaimed, and is the first book-length, comprehensive overview of the topic.
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